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ARTICLE 1
PREAMBLE AND ENACTMENT CLAUSE

WHEREAS Chapter 52, Article 4 of Title 11 of the Code of Alabama, 1975, as amended,
empowers the City of Clay to establish districts within its corporate limits for the purpose of
regulating the kind, character and use of structures and improvements within those zones, and to
provide for the administration, enforcement and amendment thereof; and,

WHEREAS the City Council of Clay deemed it necessary, for the purpose of promoting the
public health, safety, convenience, order, prosperity and general welfare of the City to enact such
an ordinance, and appointed the Clay Planning Commission as the “zoning commission™ to
recommend the boundaries of the various districts and the appropriate regulations to be enforced
therein; and,

WHEREAS the City Council had accordingly adopted such regulations and districts, as
recommended by the Planning Commission in December 2002, followed by a substantially
revised Ordinance and new districts recommended by the Planning Commission in March 2006;
and,

WHEREAS after ten years, during which there had been an unusually high number of
amendments to the 2006 Ordinance, the Clay City Council had determined that the revised
Ordinance contained too many errors, omissions, contradictions and redundancies; was too
cumbersome upon the City and its citizens; and, in fact, had proved counterproductive to the
City’s development goals and objectives; and,

WHEREAS the City Council directed that the Ordinance be revised again so as to be easier to
both understand and administer; to have a more practical overall application within the City; to
better reflect and address the specific character, conditions, needs, goals and development
objectives that are unique to the City of Clay, Alabama; and to be more compatible with
adjoining zoning jurisdictions across Clay’s municipal boundaries; and,

WHEREAS the City, with the assistance of a professional Planning Consultant, has prepared
such revision on behalf of the Planning Commission, which in turn has ratified the revised
Zoning Ordinance as complying with the City’s Comprehensive Plan requiring updates to its
development documents in order to stay current with what is occurring within City; and,

WHEREAS the Planning Commission, having given due public notice and held a hearing on the
revised Ordinance and accompanying zoning districts, and has submitted its final report to the
City Council; and,



WHEREAS the City Council has given due public notice of a second hearing related to the
adoption of a Zoning Ordinance setting forth the revised districts, regulations and restrictions,
and has held said public hearing thereon; and,

WHEREAS all requirements of Sections 77 and 79 of Title 11, Chapter 52, Article 4 of the Code
of Alabama, 1975, as amended, with regard to the preparation of the report by the Planning
Commission and subsequent action of the City Council have been met;

NOW, THEREFORE, the public welfare requiring it, the City Council of the City of Clay,
Alabama, does hereby ordain and enact into law the following articles and sections:



